
ARMY AT HOME AND IN FRANCE 

The most difficult feature of the American undertaking is 
to be found in the concentration of the major part of the 
effort into the few months of the spring and summer of 1918. 
When the country entered the war it was not anticipated in 
America, or suggested by France and England, that the forces 
to be shipped overseas should even approximate in numbers 
those that were actually sent. 

It was not until the German drive was under way in March, 
1918, that the allies called upon America for the supreme 
effort that carried a million and a half soldiers to France in 
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Diagram 3.—Sources of the Army. 

six months. Diagram 2 shows the number of soldiers in the 
American Army each month from the beginning of the war, 
and the number of them who were overseas. 

When war was declared there were only 200,000 in the 
Army. Two-thirds of these were Regulars and one-third 
National Guardsmen who had been called to Federal service 
for duty along the Mexican border. When the war ended 
this force had been increased to 20 times its size and 4,000,000 
men had served. 


